
Structural Impediments Constraining The Growth 
of Alberta’s Food and Beverage Processing Sector 

ACCESS 
TO CAPITAL

RESEARCH 
& DEVELOPMENT

LABOUR
SHORTAGES

TRADE 
BARRIERS

LACK OF POLICY 
ALIGNMENT

Building the Competitive Advantage of our Members Through Quality Training, Effective 
Promotion and Being the Representative Voice of the Alberta Food Processing Industry 

OUR MISSION

30%

how might the industry look in five years time?*

# of Food & Beverage 
Manufacturing Businesses 

from 607 to 850

35%

agri food exports from 
$3.3B to $4.5B

25%

# Employed in  food & 
beverage businesses from 

23,000 to 28,750

While Alberta’s resource-
based economy continues 
to struggle to find its footing 
amidst various market and 
policy challenges, AFPA 
asserts that the Government 
of Alberta is missing a 
significant opportunity to 
expand the food and beverage 
manufacturing sector.  To 
seize this economic potential 
requires government to 
have a new policy lens on 
the industry; this includes 
taking measures to ensure 
better  internal alignment 
amongst various government 
departments.  

AFPA aspires to work 
collaboratively with the 
Government of Alberta to 
ensure the right policy and 
fudning supports are in place 
to achieve an ambitious 
growth goal of $20.9B by 2025.  

*Projections based on Alberta Food DAta Facts produced by Government of Alberta  (2013-2017)
** Agriculture Facts, 2019, Government of Alberta 

$20.9B by 2025 

industry fast facts** 

Multiple studies have revealed that Alberta’s competitive position 
in the food and beverage manufacturing sector is at risk due to 
factors such as lack of access to markets, high manufacturing costs, 
lack of innovation and investments in research and development. 
The Government of Alberta is not currently focused on these 
constraints as part of an integrated strategy to grow Alberta’s food 
and beverage manufacturing sectors.  AFPA desires to change that. 

afpa.com 

$4.3B 
EXPORT REVENUE

The U.S. Continues to be 
Alberta’s largest export 

market, representing 37.5% 
of all Agri-Food Exports.  

continued expansion to 
countries such as china, 

japan and mexico is critical 
to the future of alberta’s 
food & beverage sectors

$8.5B 
AGRI-FOOD GDP

in 2018, Alberta’s agri-food 
GDP totalled $8.5B, led by 

an expansion of the cannabis 
industry.  To ensure the expansion 

of all segments of Alberta’s  
food and beverage sectors, 

strategic growth targets need 
to be established through the 

collaborative effort of private 
& public sector partners. k
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2nd
Alberta’s largest 

manufacturing industry 

After coal and petroleum 
manufacturing, food and 
beverage manufacturing 

represents19.8% of alberta’s 
manufacturing sector.  Key 
to expanding the growth of 
the sector is the attraction 

of new capital investment 
for research, Development & 

technological improvements.k
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